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WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS

DOING THE BEST WE CAN 
WITH WHAT WE HAVE



It is my honour to be here as a guest and present to those who live work 
and play on the territory of the Qayquayt First Nation.  

I come to you today from the traditional and unceded territories of the 
həṅq̓əmín̓əḿ speaking people of the Katzie First Nation and Kwantlen 
First Nation. 

I would like to acknowledge the many other traditional territories on 
whose lands we operate. To our Métis partners and friends, we see and 
hear you. We recognize that there is still work to be done on this path to 
truth and reconciliation. 





PAC
DPAC 
and

BCCPAC

SCHOOL:  Parent Advisory Council

PAC advises the SCHOOL administration on any matter 
relating to public education, supports parents

DISTRICT: Parent Advisory Council advises the SCHOOL 
DISTRICT on any matter relating to public education, 

supports PACs

BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils is the 
PROVINCIAL voice of parents on K-12  public 

education and related issues, supports DPAC and PAC 
members



Preamble

WHEREAS it is the goal of a democratic society to ensure that all its members receive an 
education that enables them to become literate, personally fulfilled and publicly useful, 
thereby increasing the strength and contributions to the health and stability of that 
society;

AND WHEREAS the purpose of the British Columbia school system is to enable all learners 
to become literate, to develop their individual potential and to acquire the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes needed to contribute to a healthy, democratic and pluralistic society 
and a prosperous and sustainable economy;

THEREFORE HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows:

The SCHOOL ACT also includes many related Regulations, 

Orders in Council, Ministerial Orders and the Manual of School Law

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law/school-act-related-regulations-and-orders-in-council
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law/school-act-ministerial-orders
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/manual-of-school-law


Key articles 
from the School 
Act 

• School Growth Plans – PACS should be consulted 

and/or working with school administration

• School Calendar (section 87.01) 

Before submitting a school calendar or school 

calendars, as applicable, under subsection (5) or 

(6), the board must, in accordance with the 

regulations of the minister, consult with parents 

of the students enrolled in the school and 

representatives of employees of the board 

assigned to the school.

School Calendar Regulations

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/314_2012


District Parent 
Advisory 
Councils (DPAC)

Recognized in the School Act, Section 8.4 & 8.5

• Is the official representative body of 

parents/guardians and Parent Advisory Councils in 

the District

• School Act provides DPACs the power to advise 
the Board of Education respecting any matter 
relating to education within the district, including 
educational policy

• Required to have bylaws under which they 
operate – governing meetings, how business is 
carried, dissolution, etc.

• Composed of, run and managed by parent 
VOLUNTEERS



Role of District 
Parent Advisory 
Councils (DPAC)

• Comprised of elected parent representatives from 
PACs and serves as an umbrella organization for 
PACs in the School District

• Assist parents in forming a PAC in every school

• Assist members in obtaining information and 
communicating with district personnel

• Help parents navigate the school system locally

• Advocate for parental involvement in the 
education system and input on School District 
decisions

• Support and encourage PACs and parents in 
accessing the school system at all levels by 
providing regular forums for the exchange of ideas 
and information to ensure that public education 
services the best interests of all students.



Consideratons for PACs and DPACS

Framework for Enhancing Student Learning (FESL) (for SD40)

School Growth Plans (School Plan or Goals) (for SD40)

Review your Schools’ Growth Plans with your Principal and see how you as a PAC can support and 
provide input into the development of School Growth Plans. 

Strategic Facilities Reviews and Strategic Plans (for SD40)

Check with your District on the status or reports of any Facilities Reviews and/or Strategic Plans

Annual Budget Planning Budget Process (for SD40)

Engage with Parents to provide input to School Boards

Safe & Caring Schools (for SD40)

https://sway.office.com/yWTcoi1q5HHhL1Hx?ref=Link
https://newwestschools.ca/about-us/learner-success/
https://newwestschools.ca/about-us/strategic-planning/facilities-operations/
https://newwestschools.ca/about-us/strategic-planning/
https://newwestschools.ca/our-board/budget/
https://newwestschools.ca/about-us/safe-and-caring-schools/


The Parent Voice, through 
your Executive is your 
most important role.
• THE SCHOOL ACT LEGISLATES YOUR PARENT VOICE

• COLLABORATION AND RELATIONSHIP BUILDING ARE CRUCIAL



Family-School Engagement Playbook

DPACs can work closely with District Partners: 
Parent Advisory Councils

School Board Trustees
Superintendent

Principal & Vice Principal Association Indigenous 
Partners

Teacher Association
Support Staff Association

and encouraging Student Voice.

https://www.brookings.edu/essay/collaborating-to-transform-and-improve-education-systems-a-playbook-for-family-school-engagement/


Advice for Parent Advisory Councils

Build meaningful relationships with your school-
based administration (Principal and Vice Principal(s))

Don’t forget about clerical and custodial staff!  
Consider engaging in ways to support all staff.



DPAC can collaborate and meet with all District 
partner groups.  

For everyone to share and be heard. 

We can all better understand how to move 
forward when we understand and appreciate 
where everyone is at and where the concerns 

and successes are.



THE WORKING AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONDITIONS OF OUR 
SCHOOLS ARE THE 

LEARNING CONDITIONS 
OF OUR STUDENTS



Every partner group (teachers, staff, 
administration) wants the best for education.

We may not always agree on how to get there 
or what that looks like, but there is always 

room for common ground on what we can do.

The MOST important partner groups (and 
those that should be directing District actions 
as they are the District membership) are the 

Parent Advisory Councils.



DPACs can look at engaging with other groups in the 
community that support parents and students.

Have a voice at those tables and promote 
discussion, connection, share community

information, resources, and activities.





Support  & Resources

info@bccpac.bc.ca

BCCPAC Website

BCCPAC Workshops

BCCPAC Volunteer Registration

mailto:info@bccpac.bc.ca
https://bccpac.bc.ca/
https://bccpac.bc.ca/index.php/resources/16-dpac-pac/1134-workshops-list
https://bccpac.bc.ca/index.php/contact-us/volunteer-reg







